PROCEEDING OF THE BOARD OF MEADE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

June 16 & 17th, 2009 & June 25, 2009
The Board of Meade County Commissioners met in special session on June 16, 2009, at 8:30 a.m. with Robert Mallow, Dayle Hammock, Alan Aker, Doreen Creed and Gary Cammack present.  


Motion was made by Aker, seconded by Hammock, all Commissioners voted yes to approve the request of the Piedmont Fire Department having their fireworks display, on County jurisdiction, for July 4, 2009 at 16220 Spring Road, Piedmont, SD.  The Board would add that the fire department has brush trucks on the scene during the fireworks display.  

Marlene Todd came before the Board to discuss the FY 2010 Teen Court Budget.

Meade County Highway Superintendent Ken McGirr came before the Board to present his preliminary budget for FY2010.  

Meeting recessed at 12:00 noon and reconvened at 1:00 p.m.  

Stacy Hadrick from the Extension Office came before the Board to discuss budget for FY2010.


Julie Moore from the Sturgis Public Library and Jack Parks from the Piedmont Library came before the Board to discuss budget for FY2010.


Meade County Auditor Lisa Schieffer came before the Board to discuss the Election and Auditor Budget for FY2010.


Nort Johnson, President, and other members of the Sturgis Economic Development Corp. came before the Board to discuss possible allocations to their corporation.  


Rod Woodruff came before the Board to discuss economic development and participation in a study for the Motorcycle Tourism Alliance.  

Jason Roberdeau of Williams & Associates Architecture Inc. and Kevin Forrester Head of Buildings and Maintenance came to update the Board on the Meade County – Erskine/Primary School remodel.

Motion was made by Hammock, seconded by Cammack, all Commissioners voted yes to approve the expenditure, of not more that $20,000.00 out of Fund 233, for the architect to come back to us with projected costs for Phase 1 of the projected work regarding the remodel of the court’s building. 


Motion was made by Aker, seconded by Hammock, all Commissioners voted yes to approve the bill for $1,346.50 to Frontier Precision Inc. out of the Director of Equalization budget for GIS purposes.  

Meeting recessed at 4:45 p.m. and reconvened at 8:30 a.m. with Mallow, Hammock, Aker and Cammack present.  The record will reflect that Commissioner Creed is at a county appointed SEDC meeting.

Director of Equalization Kirk Chaffee came before the Board to discuss the Equalization Budget for FY2010.

Erskine Ground Breaking Ceremony took place at 9:00 a.m.


Kathie Grant Director of Emergency Management and Meade County Sheriff Ron Merwin came before the Board to discuss grants and budget for FY2010.

Commissioner Creed returned to the meeting.


Head of Buildings and Maintenance Kevin Forrester came before the Board to discuss budget for FY2010.

Pat Trask came before the Board to discuss highway observations.


Mike Hollister came to update the Board on the process of Meadow Retreat Road and maintenance request.  

Lisa Schieffer acting as spokeswoman came before the Board for a question and answer session regarding Sly Hill Road.  Present were Meade County Highway Superintendent Ken McGirr, Meade County Sheriff Ron Merwin and Chief Deputy Tom Wilts, Emergency Management Director Kathie Grant, Deputy Planning Director Bill Rich from the County and  Director of Community Development Rick Bush from the City of Sturgis, along with numerous concerned citizens.  The Board along with various department heads and Mr. Bush fielded questions from the audience in an attempt for a better understanding of the events that had taken place for the closure of the road and what the status is of the road at the present time.  The Board took the comments under advisement.

Human Resource/Commissioner Administrative Assistant Joell Romick came before the Board to discuss budget for FY2010.

Hearing was set for 3:00 p.m. for the tabled transfer of a Retail on-sale Liquor license, Retail on-off Malt Beverage license of Glencoe Entertainment LLC and Retail on-off Malt Beverage license of Dally LLC.


Motion was made by Hammock, seconded by Aker, all Commissioners voted yes to take the matter off of the table regarding the Retail on-off Malt Beverage license of Daly LLC.


Motion was made by Hammock, seconded by Cammack, to approve the license of Daly LLC.  Voting yes:  Mallow, Hammock and Cammack.  Voting no:  Aker and Creed.  Motion carried.


Motion was made by Hammock, seconded by Cammack, all Commissioners voted yes to take the matter off of the table regarding the Retail on-off Malt Beverage license, and transfer of a Retail on-sale Liquor license to Glencoe Entertainment LLC.


Motion was made by Hammock, seconded by Cammack, to approve both the licenses of Glencoe Entertainment LLC.


The floor was then opened up to the public for discussion.  *Testimony taken will be available on the original transcript done by the Court Reporter and will be on file in the Meade County Auditor’s Office.


The Chairman then brought the matter back to the Board.  Voting yes:  Mallow, Hammock and Cammack.  Voting no:  Aker and Creed.  Motion carried.


The Board then worked on FY2010 budget matters.


Meeting recessed at 5:00 p.m. and reconvened June 25, 2009 at 8:30 a.m. with Mallow, Hammock, Aker and Cammack present.  Commissioner Creed present via telephone.


Meade County Deputy State’s Attorney Ken Chleborad was called upon by the Board and gave his opening statements regarding the Register of Deeds recording matter.  Also present was Chris Palmer & Associates from Gunderson, Palmer, Nelson & Ashmore.  Chleborad suggested to the Board that discussions take place in closed executive session because of attorney/client work product.  

Motion was made by Creed that all action be taken in open session because in essence we are talking about suing ourselves.  Motion died for lack of a second.  

Motion was made by Hammock, seconded by Cammack, to go into executive session due to legal matters.  Voting yes:  Mallow, Hammock, Aker and Cammack.  Voting no:  Creed.  Motion carried.  Deputy State’s Attorney Chleborad left the meeting. 


Motion was made by Cammack, seconded by Aker, all Commissioners voted yes to go out of executive session and return to special session. 

Motion was made by Hammock, seconded by Cammack, that based on the prior motion of May 27, 2009 that the Board retain the firm of Gunderson, Palmer, Nelson & Ashmore to represent the Board, and further that the funding be from our contingency budget.  
The following rates were discussed:

$175.00 per hour for primary attorney


$150.00 per hour for assistant attorney


(like hours would not be charged, only charged to one individual).  


Discussion took place regarding said motion.  Commissioner Aker stated the following question for the record “would we supply funding for either side to appeal the decision of the Circuit Court?”  

Commissioner Hammock spoke on behalf of himself that yes he would feel that to be appropriate.

Voting yes:  Mallow, Hammock and Cammack.  Voting no:  Creed and Aker.  Motion carried.

Motion was made by Cammack, seconded by Hammock, to authorize the Chairman to answer questions to the counsel with the understanding that the Chairman would be consulting and polling members of the Board.  Voting yes:  Mallow, Hammock and Cammack.  Voting no:  Aker and Creed.  Motion carried.

Motion was made by Hammock, seconded by Cammack, that the Board will also pay for legal representation for the Register of Deeds in this matter, if so requested, and that the required funding be from the contingency budget not to exceed $10,000.00.   Voting yes:  Mallow, Hammock and Cammack. Voting no:  Aker and Creed.   Motion carried.

Commissioner Creed stated for the record “I am voting no although I support the Register of Deeds retaining counsel and I will approve the ultimate bills that are presented and derived from this unnecessary suit.” 


Motion was made by Creed that if Mrs. Ross incurs legal expenses for counsel to explain that (Creed then waited to make the rest of the motion while discussion was being had).  Motion was withdrawn by Creed.

Meade County Register of Deeds Angela Ross informed the Board that she would hate to be the Register of Deeds that sets precedence for the other Register of Deeds of the State of South Dakota who have recorded the same documents.  Ross asked the Board where does that leave us to take the rest of the documents off the record?   The Board informed Ross that is what we are asking the Court to decide.  

City of Sturgis Mayor Maury LaRue asked the Board what the compelling reason is for this County Commission to question whether or not government documents can be recorded in the Register of Deeds in the County.  Commissioner Hammock informed Mayor LaRue that you can ask but I don’t think I am compelled to answer.  Hammock went on to say you have been here you have heard the conversation.   Commissioner Mallow stated that we just feel this document is not a document that a third party should have been filing.  Commissioner Creed said that this is not the question that we discussed.  Commissioner Aker then cautioned the question that was discussed in executive session.  
Deputy Director of Planning Bill Rich came before the Board to present the Policy Agreement between the City of Box Elder, SD and Meade County, SD.  


Motion was made by Aker, seconded by Creed, all Commissioners voted yes to approve the Policy Agreement between the City of Box Elder, SD and Meade County, SD.   


Commissioner Creed left the meeting via telephone.


Meade County Coroner Steve Barry came before the Board to discuss FY2010 Budget.  

 Meade County Highway Superintendent Ken McGirr came before the Board to discuss equipment and further discussion on FY2010.

Commissioner Hammock left the meeting.  (Hammock left the meeting at 11:35 after McGirr had been into his presentation for twenty minutes.)

Commissioner Hammock returned to the meeting 11:55

Motion was made by Aker, seconded by Cammack, all Commissioners voted yes to set a hearing for July 7, 2009 at 3:30 p.m. for the following Retail on-off Malt Beverage License and Retail on-off sale Wine License:
Mad Mary’s Steakhouse - Section 25, Township 3 North, Range 6 East, BHM, Rendevous Ranch 
Tract V, Parcel #15.92.0V, Meade County, SD.
Meeting recessed at 12:00 noon and reconvened at 1:00 p.m.  

Judge Jerome Eckrich from the Fourth Judicial Circuit came before the Court to discuss the Judicial Budget for FY 2010.

The Board then went into budget proceedings.

Meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m.






APPROVED:_______________________________







         Robert Mallow, Chairman

ATTEST:_______________________________


   Lisa Schieffer, Auditor
