PROCEEDING OF THE BOARD OF MEADE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

July 17, 2009

The Board of Meade County Commissioners met in special session on July 17, 2009, at 8:30 a.m. with Robert Mallow, Dayle Hammock, Alan Aker, Doreen Creed (via telephone) and Gary Cammack present.  


Motion was made by Hammock, seconded by Cammack, all Commissioners voted yes to approve the following resolution:

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

MEADE COUNTY, SOUTH DAKOTA

Whereas, Meade County and other South Dakota counties continue to experience significant growth; and

Whereas, agriculture continues to be an integral aspect of the economy of Meade County, other South Dakota Counties and the State of South Dakota; and

Whereas, tourism continues to grow as a significant part of the economic fabric of Meade County; and

Whereas, the current transportation system has been declining and continues to decline; and

Whereas, the cost of construction of new roads as well as the reconstruction and straightening of existing roads continues to increase significantly; and

Whereas, Meade County and other South Dakota counties have and continue to plan for current and future transportation demands associated with agriculture, residential and commercial growth and tourism;

Whereas, the current South Dakota statute 31-19-42 prohibits counties from purchasing property for the use as rights-of-way; and 

Whereas, for the implementation of long range transportation planning, it is imperative that fee ownership of property by counties be achieved for the purpose of rights-of-way well in advance of the actual construction of roads, highways or streets; 

Therefore, be it resolved that Meade County respectfully requests the 2010 South Dakota Legislature pass legislation that would change statute 31-19-42 and any other associated laws by removing the restriction on counties in the acquisition of fee ownership property for the purpose of rights-of-way.

This resolution approved and adopted by the following majority of the Meade County Board of Commissioners on July 17, 2009.







Signed:/s/ Robert Mallow____________








  Robert Mallow, Chairman








Signed:/s/ Alan Aker________________







Signed:/s/ Dayle Hammock___________







Signed:/s/ Doreen Creed_____________







Signed:/s/ Gary Cammack____________

Attest:/s/ Lisa Schieffer___________________

Lisa Schieffer, Meade County Auditor


Motion was made by Hammock, seconded by Cammack, to approve the following resolution:

Board of Commissioners

Meade County, South Dakota


Whereas, Meade County and other South Dakota counties continue to experience significant growth in unincorporated areas; and

Whereas, Meade County and other South Dakota counties are experiencing areas of significant residential and commercial growth in unincorporated areas which do not have central sewer systems; and 

Whereas, Meade County and other South Dakota counties and cities rely on the subsurface aquifers to supply quality water for all uses; and 

Whereas, the proliferation of septic systems will result in the potential reduction of quality water; and

Whereas, South Dakota statute 7-18 prohibits counties from having any participation in the establishment or management of sewer plants, sewer operations or sewer infrastructure; 

Therefore, be it resolved, that Meade County respectfully requests that the South Dakota Association of County Commissioners support legislation be enacted by the 2010 South Dakota Legislature which would change statute 7-18 and associated statues to allow South Dakota counties to own, manage, develop and operate sewer systems and sewer system infrastructure.

This resolution approved and adopted by the Meade County Board of Commissioners on July 17, 2009.







Signed: /s/ Robert Mallow____________








   Robert Mallow, Chairman







Signed:/s/ Dayle Hammock___________







Signed:/s/ Alan Aker________________







Signed:/s/ Gary Cammack___________

Attest:_/s/ Lisa Schieffer_________________


Lisa Schieffer, Meade County Auditor

Voting yes:  Mallow, Hammock, Aker and Cammack.  Voting no:  Creed.  Motion carried.

Motion was made by Aker, seconded by Hammock, all Commissioners voted yes to approve the following resolution:

Board of Commissioners

Meade County, South Dakota

Whereas, 7-8-15 makes no provision for county commissions to elect a vice-chairman, and

Whereas, a county may have a need for a vice-chairman to act as chair in the absence of the elected chairman, 

Therefore, be it resolved, the Meade County Board of Commissioners requests an amendment to provide for the election of a vice- chairman.    

Adopted by the Meade County Board of Commissioners on July 17, 2009.







Signed: /s/ Robert Mallow_________________

            






 Robert Mallow, Chairman







Signed: /s/ Dayle Hammock_______________







Signed: /s/ Alan Aker____________________







Signed: /s/ Doreen Creed_________________







Signed: /s/ Gary Cammack________________

ATTEST: /s/ Lisa Schieffer_________________

               Lisa Schieffer, Meade County Auditor


Motion was made by Aker, seconded by Hammock, all Commissioners voted yes to approve the following resolution:

Meade County Board of Commissioners

Whereas, 3-12-63 (4) excludes the governing body of any participating county or municipality from membership in the South Dakota Retirement System, and

Whereas the South Dakota Retirement System has been an efficient way for participating entities to enjoy high yields and professional management of retirement funds, and 

Whereas, the local governing bodies are best situated to determine the forms of compensation most valued by their members, 

Therefore, be it resolved, the Meade County Board of Commissioners requests repeal of S.D.C.L. 3-12-63 (4).   

Adopted by the Meade County Board of Commissioners on July 17, 2009.







Signed: /s/ Robert Mallow_________________

             






Robert Mallow, Chairman







Signed: /s/ Dayle Hammock________________







Signed: /s/ Alan Aker_____________________







Signed: /s/ Doreen Creed__________________







Signed: /s/ Gary Cammack_________________

ATTEST: /s/ Lisa Schieffer________________

               Lisa Schieffer, Auditor


Motion was made by Aker, seconded by Creed, all Commissioners voted yes to approve the following resolution:

Meade County Board of Commissioners

Whereas, statute 3-5-3 sets the amount of bonds for county commissioners at only $1,000, for county auditors at only $2,000, and county treasurers at $4,000, sums too small to be effective in the present day, and 

Whereas the South Dakota Department of Legislative Audit has proven effective in assuring county governments are operating according to statute and general accounting principles, which makes bonding redundant, and 

Whereas the administrative costs of bonding far outweigh any benefits,

Therefore, be it resolved, the Meade County Board of Commissioners requests repeal of the bonding requirement for county officials.  

Adopted by the Meade County Board of Commissioners on July 17, 2009.







Signed: /s/ Robert Mallow__________________

             






Robert Mallow, Chairman







Signed: /s/ Dayle Hammock________________







Signed: /s/ Alan Aker_____________________







Signed:/s/ Doreen Creed__________________







Signed:/s/ Gary Cammack_________________

ATTEST: /s/ Lisa Schieffer_______________

               Lisa Schieffer, Auditor


Motion was made by Aker, seconded by Hammock, all Commissioners voted yes to approve the following resolution:

Meade County Board of Commissioners

Whereas, statute 31-22-3 governing the right to access from an isolated tract to a highway requires county commissioners to personally visit the tract in question, when the tract often has no vehicular access, and 

Whereas, statute 31-22-3 requires county commissioners to “lay out” a right-of-way when the applicant, the applicant’s engineer or surveyor, or the county road superintendent may be more qualified to do so, and 

Whereas statute 31-22-3 requires county commissioners to appraise the damages to the owner of the land affected by the right-of-way, when professional appraisers may be more qualified to do so, and

Whereas vehicular access is an important property right, and 

Whereas the right to appeal the damages assessed for an easement is an important property right, 

Therefore, be it resolved, the Meade County Board of Commissioners requests amendment of S.D.C.L. 31-22 to guarantee access, at the owner’s expense, to any isolated tract upon which a residential dwelling can be constructed, to allow counties to require applicants to hire professionals to lay out the easement, to allow counties to require applicants to pay a professional to appraise the damages, to preserve the right of landowners to appeal the damage appraisal, and repeal the requirement that county commissioners personally visit inaccessible tracts.  

Adopted by the Meade County Board of Commissioners on July 17, 2009.







Signed: /s/ Robert Mallow__________________

            





 
Robert Mallow, Chairman







Signed: /s/ Dayle Hammock________________







Signed: /s/ Alan Aker_____________________







Signed: /s/ Doreen Creed__________________







Signed: /s/ Gary Cammack_________________

ATTEST: /s/ Lisa Schieffer______________

               Lisa Schieffer, Auditor


Ralph Greslin came before the Board, along with Meade County Deputy Director of Planning Bill Rich, to ask for a variance for a security gate at Timberline Business Park.  Motion was made by Aker, seconded by Creed, all Commissioners voted yes to approve the variance for the security gate.

Motion was made by Aker, seconded by Cammack, all Commissioners voted yes to adjourn at 10:10 a.m.  





APPROVED:____________________________________








Robert Mallow, Chairman

ATTEST:_______________________________


  Lisa Schieffer, Auditor
