                 Meade County Resource Advisory Committee

                                       December 17th, 2009

   Chairman Robert Heidgerken called the meeting to order at 6:30.  Also present were: Bill Kluck, Travis Mickelson, Nancy Kile, John Harrington, Marvin Kammerer, Kenny & Anita Lee, Henry Bruch, Dwayne & Zona Vig, Alan Olson, Larry Nelson, Commissioner Alan Aker, and guests from the Ellsworth Task Force: Chris Lien, Pat McElgunn, and Qusi Al_Haj.

   The November minutes were approved with one change. The Cave Hills area has been taken off the wilderness area list.

   Chris Lien began by explaining that the Ellsworth Task Force works on mission development for Ellsworth and the Ellsworth Development Authority works on developing land around Ellsworth so that it is compatible with Ellsworth. 

   Bill Kluck asked if other states had passed legislation pertaining to the Training Expansion Project.  Qusi said Montana has been the most aggressive.

   Qusi also reported: “75% of flights will be above 500 feet."

       The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be out in the spring of 2010, with a 60 day comment period.

       The FAA has delayed progress because of concern over smaller airstrips.

       There will be 23 meetings in the summer of 2010 for public comment on the DEIS.

   Kenny asked about wind generators. Chris Lien answered the Air Force will avoid wind generator towers.

   Bill asked if new airstrips would be allowed because Travis wanted to buy a plane.  Chris didn’t know but would find out.

   Alan Aker asked about aerial coyote hunting.  Chris asked how low would you fly? Larry Nelson answered about 500 feet, but the wind vortices from a large jet descends 900 feet, and would tear apart a small plane below it. Larry asked if he would be reimbursed for the lost sheep if he could not fly to shoot coyotes.  He didn’t get an answer. Larry also stated that he resented being ‘volunteered’ to donate his land without being asked.

   Qusi answered that this area was chosen because it has the least flights in the country.  Larry responded that most flights in this area are unrecorded.

   Dwayne said “Air turbulence from planes is dangerous, and we were here before the MOA.”  Dwayne also felt these flights should be over Rapid City and Sioux Falls, and that we should be compensated if they want our land.

   Bob asked if there would be supersonic flights, and Qusi answer “yes”. 

   Alan Olson said other practice ranges have flights as low as 100 feet.

   Marvin asked who finances the Ellsworth Task Force. Chris answered:

"Individuals, counties, & cities”.

   Alan Aker reminded us that Ellsworth was also a part of Meade County’s culture, and the rural citizens only pay 18% of the taxes.  Craig argued that all the supporting services are included in figuring Ellsworth’s impact, so it was only fair to figure the supporting services for agriculture, and that made up 95% of South Dakota’s economy.

   Larry said ‘timing’ is also important. He asked that they not use flares in the spring or summer, or anytime when the fire danger was high.  Chris suggested Larry could put that into the EIS.

   Craig said he heard lots of stories at a Montana meeting about people in the present Powder River Training Area not getting payment for damages. He suggested that payment should be established at a local level: sheriffs, veterinarians, etc.  Chris thought that would put a burden on local officials and the Air Force didn’t want to do that.

   Larry asked if they had considered the sage grouse, since this takes in most of their territory and they are  considered ‘threatened’. If they were to be put on the ‘endangered’ list, the ranchers could loose the use of their land.  Marvin answered that he knew it would impact them because he had watched how the low-level flights had cut the incubation rate in his chickens and turkeys. The fertilized eggs break up inside the shell and the embryo dies.

   Bob pointed out that military people were not the only ones working to make the country more secure. Ranchers worked through a terrible winter to keep their cattle alive, only to find the calves  worth $120.00 less than last year. Farmers and ranchers can't operate if training over our heads cuts our profit margin, because we are operating at or close to a loss now.

   Craig pointed out that if our elected officials and chambers of commerce worked as hard to promote agriculture, as they do to promote Ellsworth, our economy would not be in trouble.

   Qusi said the sound of B-1s flying made him feel secure.

   Anita argued that she did not feel more secure with jets flying over her head.  Any country that depends on other countries for food and oil can never be secure.  This training expansion would take a huge bite out of the US food production and would take the Bakken Range, which is considered the richest oil reserve in the world, out of production.

   The three guests promised to come back any time we wanted them.  

   The Nautilus letter, which the Commission asked us to write, was discussed.  Anita moved and Kenny seconded to authorize Craig to take the letter to Bob Mallow for his signature.  The motion passed with Nancy casting the only dissenting vote.

   Craig read the letter requesting funding for the Pine Beetle  infestation. Craig moved and Kenny seconded to approve the letter. The motion passed with Nancy dissenting.

   The next meeting will be January 14th.
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