   Meade County Resource Advisory Committee
                                 March 19th, 2009

  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Robert Heidgerken at 6:40 p.m.  Robert Heidgerken, Kenny and Anita Lee, Henry Bruch, Nancy Kile, Craig Shaver, Dennis Levin, Lindsey Curry, JT Vig, Ryan Vig, Patty and Kris Booze, and Susan Maas were present.

  The minutes of the February meeting were read and approved.  Nancy pointed out that Newmont Mining Company had acquired numerous mining permits for the Black Hills.

   The pipeline ordinance was discussed.  The committee doesn’t understand if this includes or excludes TransCanada.  The PUC has the power to grant or deny routes through the state.  The DOT regulates interstate pipelines.  The FERC regulates international pipelines.  The states and counties regulate the construction phase.  It was unclear whether this exempts TransCanada under Sections 2.1 and 2.2 which say “Pipelines directly regulated under the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission are exempt….”  
  Section 5.1 was also discussed.  The committee was unsure whether the county would be exempt from lawsuits resulting from the Keystone Pipeline if this pipeline was exempt from the rest of the ordinance.  Since the landowners involved must hire a lawyer, the legal expense could very well take any payment they would receive from TransCanada.  Could they try to recover their loss by suing the County for not protecting them?  It was decided to attend the next reading and try to get answers from the Commission.

  Anita presented a letter she had written to the Governor.  TransCanada has requested a waiver from the Federal Regulation on pipe strength through the rural areas.  Landowners and concerned environmental groups are asking the governors of the states involved to deny this request.  After some suggested improvements, JT Vig moved and Gary Deering seconded a motion to take the letter to the Commission.  The motion passed unanimously.

   A Resolution opposing controls on guns and ammunition was discussed.  Ryan Vig offered to work on it for the next meeting.

   Craig reported on his 2.4.D research.  He found that it was one of the safest herbicides on the market.

   The Ellsworth expansion was discussed, with no action taken.

   The next meeting will be April 24th.
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