    Meade County Resource Advisory Committee
                                April 23, 2009
   The meeting was called to order by Chairman Robert Heidgerken at 6:40 p.m. Robert Heidgerken, Kenny and Anita Lee, Henry Bruch, Craig Shaver, Susan Maas, Dennis and Ann Beckham, Ryan Vig, and John DeYoe were present.

   The TransCanada Keystone XL Pipeline was discussed.  PUC meetings are being held April 27th and 29th in Murdo, Phillip, and Buffalo.  Bob read an article about the Canadian National Railway Company. This company is making a bid to transport the Canadian tar sands oil from the field to refineries.  The rail line claims it can haul crude oil faster, cheaper, and with more flexibility than the proposed pipeline system.  This is an interesting concept, since TransCanada is presenting this pipeline as the only alternative.  The rail system would be more reliable, since one leak wouldn’t shut down the whole line, slowing or stopping production.
   The Gun Control Resolution was discussed and several changes were made. Kenny moved and Ryan 2nd a motion to take it to the Commission as amended. The motion passed unanimously.

   Craig reported on the National Forest Travel Management Plan.  He read two letters that he had written as comment on the Environmental Impact Statement.  John moved and Kenny 2nd to go with the second letter.  The vote was unanimous to take the 2nd letter to the Commission.

   Ann and Dennis Beckham told the Committee of a problem they were having with a sign directing guests to their campground.  The sign was put up in 2000, with permission from the last Highway Superintendent.  It was taken down under direction of the current Highway Superintendent. They planned to open for the year April 1st, but without the sign, directing guests, they have been forced to stay closed.  Different options were discussed. Hopefully, something can be resolved in time to save the business.  The Meade County Resource Plan lists tourism as an important industry in the County.
   The Food Safety and Modernization Act was discussed.  This legislation establishes a new bureaucracy to supplement (or replace) the USDA and FDA for the purpose of inspecting and permitting food production, processing, and distribution facilities.  It could create so many restrictions that small producers wouldn’t be able operate.  The dollar amounts for each permit or license are not listed.  Details will be established by the agency as they go along.  Many farm organizations, organic food groups, and consumers are opposing this drastic and expensive expansion of governmental power.  Anita wrote a letter to be sent to our Congressional Delegation, urging them to oppose this bill.  Craig moved and Ryan 2nd a motion to take the letter to the Commission.  The motion carried unanimously.
   The meeting adjourned at 9:30.  The next meeting will be May 21st.
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