    Meade County resource Advisory Committee
                            June 18th, 2009

Chairman Robert Heidgerken called the meeting to order at 6:40.  Patty and Kris Booze, Kenny and Anita Lee, Robert Heidgerken, Craig Shaver, Ryan Vig, Susan Maass and Henry Bruch were present.

The May minutes were read and unanimously approved.

Changes to the Resource Plan, made by Commissioner Alan Aker were discussed.

  1.  Henry moved and Kenny seconded to remove the last two sentences on Page 8, item (e), under ‘policy’.  The motion passed unanimously. 

  2.  Anita moved and Susan seconded to substitute “That Meade County shall reserve the right to allow for weights above state specifications for transportation of agricultural products and commerce” for item (c) under ‘Policy’, on Page 10. The motion passed with Bob casting the only dissenting vote.
   3.  Kenny made and Ryan seconded a motion to remove the word “documented” on page 13, item (a), under ‘Policy’. The motion passed unanimously.
  4.  Craig moved and Kenny seconded to add items (c) and (d), under ‘Policy’, on Page 13.  (c) Should state: That owners of surface rights shall be fairly compensated for losses arising from the exercise of mineral rights held by other parties. (d) Should state: That public enjoyment of wildlife and scenery are not reasons to hinder, or render uneconomical, the recovery of privately-owned minerals.  The motion passed unanimously.
  5.  Ryan moved and Craig seconded to change ‘Guidance’ on Page 17 as follows:  1. (A) be changed to: “notify Meade County and affected land owners of proposed actions, 2. Substitute: “That fee title holders shall not be restricted from protecting, using, or selling resources” for item (b) as written.  3. Remove items (C) and (D), and add a new (C) as follows: “Allow grazing, logging, and fire fighting on public property without a paleontological study.” The motion passed unanimously.
   6.  Patty moved and Kenny seconded to change ‘Policy’ on Page 20 (21) to include: (g) that restricting use of private property to protect endangered species shall be considered a taking and shall not be done without compensation, and (h) that uncertainty of the impact of a customary activity on a species shall not be a reason to suspend that activity.  The motion passed unanimously.
   7. Craig moved and Ryan seconded to add to ‘Policy’ on Page 21(22): (d) That Wilderness designations have a sunset clause with a termination date of years ending in 0.  The motion passed unanimously.
   8.  Craig moved and Ryan seconded to change the ‘guidance’ sections throughout the Plan to include “and affected property owners” after “Meade County”.  The motion passed unanimously.

   It was noted that changing the Plan would require resubmitting it to all the affected Government offices.  This would be a good thing, because it would serve as a reminder to all of the offices that we have a Natural Resource Plan on file, and with the change in administration in Washington, some of the department personnel may have changed.

   Kenny made a motion, seconded by Ryan, to have Craig write a letter in support of HR 1207 and S 604.  Congresswoman Herseth-Sandlin has co-sponsored HR 1207, but our two Senators have not indicated support.  This is Ron Paul’s Bill to have the Government audit the Federal Reserve System.  The motion passed unanimously.

   The next meeting will be July 23rd.
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