Meade County Resource Advisory Committee
                         July 23rd, 2009

   Chairman Robert Heidgerken called the meeting to order at 6:40. Patty and Kris Booze, Kenny and Anita Lee, Robert Heidgerken, Craig Shaver, Susan Maass, Nancy Kile, and Alan Aker were present.

   The June minutes were read and unanimously approved.

   The changes to the Resource Plan were discussed.  Nancy thought changing the section on Paleontological Resources, as suggested at the June meeting violated Federal Law.  Craig disagreed; He thought that mining required a paleontological study because the ground was disturbed.  Logging, grazing, and firefighting do not disturb the ground.  This will be researched further.  Alan Aker explained how loggers avoid areas with any known historical or paleontological items.  Also, firefighters don’t use graders or any other equipment that would disturb the soil in an area of known significance.  Conducting a new study, of the entire area, (which takes years) every time it is entered seems impossible and impractical.
  Alan suggested the Committee look into the BLM Plan for the Fort Meade area.  He thought it designated forest areas and grazing areas.  This is not natural, as land cover tends to change with time.  Fires can eliminate forests and trees can grow in grazing areas. The plan called for burning trees from grazing areas.  Alan thought logging was a better alternative than fire.  Susan mentioned the amount of carbon given off by forest fires.  She thought it seemed like a conflict in policy for our Federal Government to mandate burning forests while proposing a tax on citizens for emitting carbon.  Susan also suggested intensive grazing as a way to stop the spread of trees. Bob thought grazing every year might eliminate the problem of trees spreading onto grass land.  Current BLM policy allows grazing 2 out of every 3 years.
   Craig made a motion, seconded by Bob, to have the secretary write two letters of concern to the BLM.  One would suggest a natural process plan on BLM land and the other would suggest intensive grazing and forest thinning instead of fire to control timber growth.  The Commission could decide if they liked either alternative better than the BLM preferred alternative.

   Patty and Kris Booze explained how their land was taxed as residential, even though it was used for agriculture.  They have 45 acres, used to grow grapes.  A separate ‘Hobby Farm’ class was discussed.  No action was taken.
   The next meeting will be August 20th.
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