Meade County Resource Advisory Committee

                             August 20, 2009

   Chairman Robert Heidgerken called the meting to order at 6:45.  Kenny and Anita Lee, Robert Heidgerken, and Henry Bruch were present.

   The July minutes were read and unanimously approved.

   The letter to the BLM, concerning the Fort Meade Recreation Area use plan, was approved by the Commission unanimously.

   The Clean Water Restoration Act of 2009 was discussed.  Henry moved and Kenny 2nd to have the secretary rewrite a letter to take to the Commission.  The Commission sent a letter on this issue in 2007.  The consensus was that Congressmen need to be reminded that South Dakotan’s don’t like this concept.

   Nancy Kile was unable to attend but sent a letter which she wanted passed on to the Commission.  She wants written documentation that Tribal consultation is present at the BLM meetings Dayle Hammock and Craig Shaver attend. No action was taken.  The committee felt the Meade County Commission had no responsibility to defend any Tribe, and no legal authority to speak for anyone but the Meade County Commission and Meade County citizens. The Tribes can and should coordinate with the BLM.

   Ordinance #36 was discussed. Several inconsistencies were noted.  The consensus was that the ordinance was vague and overly restrictive.  It was redundant since other ordinances already have penalties.  This ordinance mainly stiffened the penalties on all other ordinances.  The way it was written left a lot of leeway for interpretation and enforcement.  Kenny made a motion, seconded by Anita to ask the Commission to reject Ordinance #36 in its present form.

   The Summit on Energy and Climate Change was discussed.  This is to be held on Tuesday, August 24th, from 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM.  This is sponsored by the Energy States Alliance, a group formed to inform citizens about the impacts of the new energy bill, passed by the House and soon to be voted on by the Senate.  The Congressional delegates, as well as state officials are invited.  It will be covered by live web cast, internationally, on Black Hills Today.com. It was decided to attend and invite others. 

   The 73 acre limit on Ag valuation was discussed.  It was decided to wait and see how the new tax plan works before suggesting any changes.

   The Meade County Comprehensive Plan will be discussed at the next meeting on September 17th.
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