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Mountain 

Pine Beetle 

in the Black 

Hills 

Where did the beetle come from? 

Mountain pine beetles (MPB) are native to the 

Black Hills and were first documented as the 

“Black Hills beetle” in the late 1800s. 

What does a Mountain Pine Beetle look like? 

The adult is about 1/4 

inch and is black or dark 

brown. The larvae are 

white and the size of a 

grain of rice. 

How long do they live? 

Mountain pine beetles 

live and reproduce on an annual cycle and live 

the majority of their lives in the inner bark of 

pine trees. 

How do you suppress the spread?  

The use of commercial timber sales, thinning, 

and timber harvests are effective and economical 

tools that help reduce MPB spread and promote 

long-term forest health.  

Mountain Pine Beetle FAQs 

 Mountain Pine Beetle 

W O R K I N G  G R O U P  
MPB 

 
  BLACK HI LL S RE GI ONAL  
 

The Black Hills Regional Mountain Pine Beetle 

Working Group is comprised of the  

Black Hills Forest Resource  

Association; Custer, Fall River, Lawrence, Meade, 

and Pennington Counties; Crook and Weston 

County Natural Resource  

Districts; State of South Dakota;  

State of Wyoming; USDA-Forest Service;  

USDI-Bureau of Land Management;  

USDI-National Park Service;  

USDA-Natural  

Resources Conservation Service. 

Thinned forests help suppress the beetle spread.  



When beetles attack a tree in large numbers 

they are able to overcome the tree’s natural 

defense. This is accomplished by a 

relationship between the mountain pine 

beetle (MPB) and blue stain fungus. Beetles 

carry the blue 

stain spores on 

their body and 

appendages. 

Once inside, the 

blue stain 

fungus blocks 

the water 

pathways. 

Tunneling adult 

beetles and their 

larvae disrupt 

the flow of 

nutrients the tree needs to survive. These 

two invaders working together ultimately 

starve the trees within the year, causing the 

needles to turn brownish red.  

 

  Dealing With Disaster 

Galleries created by beetle 

adults and larva. 

The mountain pine beetle epidemic has killed 

millions of mature pine trees across the western 

United States, including the Black Hills. The na-

tive mountain pine beetle was able to sweep 

through the hills because of the over abundant 

number of trees in the forest.  Efforts are now 

being shifted to mitigate the impact of large are-

as of dead trees. In-

creased light and dis-

turbance to the forest 

floor has resulted in 

establishment of inva-

sive weeds in many ar-

eas. Noxious weed spe-

cies such as Canada 

Thistle compete with 

native grasses and 

seedling trees  for nu-

trients and can over-

take an area intended 

for forested regrowth. 

A group of 50 conservation leaders convened in 

the Black Hills in 2010 to develop a coordinated 

strategic approach to address the MPB epi-

demic across all land ownerships. Partners 

have since inspected over 720,000 acres and 

treated 2.6 million infested trees to suppress 

beetle spread . Additional trees have been re-

moved through timber harvests to create more 

resilient forests in the future. 

 

Support has come from SD and WY governors 

and legislators, the federal congressional dele-

gation, county and local governments, associa-

tions, Neiman Enterprises. Inc., and private 

businesses and individuals. County govern-

ments, including conservation districts and 

weed and pest departments, are working with 

state forestry agencies in Wyoming and South 

Dakota to host timber marking crews, develop 

operational agreements to mark and treat in-

fested trees, and to protect overall public travel 

and safety. Collaboration has been key in ad-

dressing this critical natural resource issue that 

will affect residents and visitors to the Black 

Hills for many years to come.  Working togeth-

er, across all lands, makes a difference.  

Working together, across all 

lands, we’re making a 

difference. 

  How  did they kill the trees?   Partners in the Black Hills 

Blue stain fungus in harvested timber.  

Canada Thistle  

(Cirsium arvense L.) 


