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Meade County Commission Meeting (Thursday, November 29, 2018)
 
Members present
Galen Niederwerder, Linda Rausch, Ted Seaman and Robert Heidgerken. Absent: Doreen Creed.
 
A. Call to Order at 8:30 AM
Procedural: 1. Pledge of Allegiance
The Board of Commissioners led in the Pledge of Allegiance.
 
Procedural: 2. Prayer
Chairman Niederwerder led the group in prayer.
 
B. Routine Business
Discussion, Information: 1. Opportunity for Public Comment
No public comment.
 
Action, Discussion: 2. Items from Elected Officials
Ron Merwin informed the Board they are back to full staff in the Sheriff’s Department. They have hired Nick Forbes and Michael Scott to replace the
two (2) deputies that left employment with the County. Merwin has been attending the Keystone Pipeline meetings in Pierre and they will be starting
their inventory process on the radios for encryption purposes. 
 
Lisa Schieffer informed the Board that they are set and ready for the December 18  special election on the proposed fire/ambulance districts in the
County. Schieffer went on to say that they are awaiting certification on the levies so they can move forward on tax billing. Schieffer explained to the
Board that staff has been testing the new software in Version 10 and hopefully all the bugs will be worked out. 
 
Commissioner Rausch had no updates.
 
Commissioner Seaman attended the Keystone Civil Disturbance meeting in Pierre. They had break-out groups. Discussion was had on the structure
of the command post and the emergency operations center. TransCanada was not present at the meeting because of being shut down. Seaman went on
to say that there is discussion on emergency legislation in 2019 so the County won’t have such a large bill and get the mill levy reduced from two (2)
mills.
 
Commissioner Heidgerken said he has had informal conversations with Brent Kolstad, Regional 4 Emergency Manager Coordinator for the State,
regarding the reduced mill levy and he thought it was a good idea and would support it. Heidgerken also had conversations with Senator Gary
Cammack and he said he would carry that legislation in the Senate and he heard Representative Tom Brunner would carry it in the House.
Heidgerken stated he got a resolution passed through the Stockgrowers and their lobbyist would support the same.
 
Chairman Niederwerder gave an update on his granddaughter and thanked everyone for the prayers.
 
C. Veteran of the Month
Discussion, Information: 1. Mr. Walter Saubers
Walter F. Saubers is a native of Edgemont, South Dakota and a graduate with a Bachelor of Science in Educations from Black Hills State College. He
entered the US Navy in 1953 and was commissioned through Officer Candidate School in 1954.
 
During his 26-year career Capt. Saubers served in a variety of capacities throughout the world including as gunnery officer on the destroyer USS
O’Brien, Executive Officer of the destroyer escort USS Ramsden and Operations Officer aboard the stores ship USS Regulus. He was awarded the
China Service Medal for his role in the evacuation of the Tachen Islands during the communist takeover of
mainland China.
 
Other assignments included leadership positions for the Commander, HAWAII SEA FRONTIER, Assistant Operations Officer for DESTROYER
FLOTILLA FIVE aboard the Flag Ship USS McCain and as an instructor at the Naval Academy. While at the Naval Academy he was seated behind
President Kennedy during the 1962 Army-Navy game (navy won). As a physical education instructor one of his students, who doubled as baby sitter,
was Cadet Staubach who went on to fame as an NFL quarterback.
 
During the Vietnam War Capt. Saubers served as logistics staff officer for JUSMAGTHAI (Joint US Military Advisory Group Thailand) supporting
operations in Southeast Asia including Vietnam and other sensitive locations. Later he served as Chief of Staff for COMMANDER, AMPHIBIOUS
SQUADRON TWO and Plans Officer for COMMANDER, AMPHIBIOUS GROUP TWO which control amphibious forces
and operations in the Atlantic Ocean.
 
Captain Saubers commanded three ships during his career. The first was the USS Suribachi an ammunition ship which had just been refitted as a
FAST ammunition ship with the ability to transfer ammunition by helicopter while underway. His second command was the Landing Ship Tank
(LST) USS Newport which was capable of landing vehicles ashore with its dock system. His final command was
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the USS Ogden, an amphibious transport dock. The Ogden carried marines and their equipment for rapid deployment landing marines ashore via its
landing craft and helicopters during combat operations. When Capt. Saubers retired from the Navy, he returned to Meade County where he opened an
antiques business and restored homes. He resides with his wife Ramona in Sturgis.
 
D. Scheduled Items
Action, Discussion: 1. Impala Place
Pat Daly, owner of Broken Bridge Livestock, came before the Board to discuss Impala Place Road. Daly informed the Board that they regrade and
gravel the road with their own funds and that the County has not done anything on the same. The question is who owns the road? Commissioner
Seaman stated that by looking at the map it is listed as county road, but it is not maintained by the County. Daly said it is basically used for private
access to get to the southern portion of Mike Cooper’s property. The County does own the bridge on Impala Place. Daly and Cooper would like the
same to be private road and not for public access. Daly also discussed signage that was put in there a year or so ago and that there is no stop sign
when you go out to Highway 34.
 
Highway Superintendent Lincoln Shuck stated that the same needed to be looked at by the State’s Attorney’s Office. 
 
Discussion ensued on the bridge and Shuck explained that it was one of the bridges that they were looking at doing a Texas crossing on. The bridge is
located on Homestake land.
 
Chairman Niederwerder would like to proceed with the same by doing a public hearing with neighbors, landowners and set the same up in the next
couple of weeks. In the meantime Daly can consult with his attorney and the County will look into the same with the deeds and getting an opinion
from the State’s Attorney’s Office.
 
Discussion was had on the possibility of selling the bridge to Daly. Commissioner Assistant Jerry Derr reminded the Board that they would need to
surplus the same if they decided to sell the bridge.
 
Mike Cooper came before the Board to discuss the access and his private property rights. Cooper explained to the Board that he has had problems
before and has had to call the Sheriff’s Department to come out and the Deputy couldn’t determine nor could the Planning Department as to whether
it was public or private access. Cooper reiterated what Daly had said, wanting to make it a private road.
 
The Commission will get further information on the same and all parties will work together and come back before the Board.
 
Action, Discussion: 2. School Road - Close to Public Access
Matt Kammerer came before the Board to request the Commission close School Road to public access. Kammerer stated that there is one culvert that
is out and big mud holes when it rains and it is virtually impassible. So the public then tries to drive in the ditch and side-by-sides use the ditch and
tear everything up. The County has not maintained it since the school closed. Also, part of it is open range and there is no fence line next to the road.

Deputy State’s Attorney Ken Chleborad informed the Board under 31-3-6 there is a process to go through in order to close the section line: “Upon
receiving the petition of two or more voters of an organized civil township or of the number of voters equal to or greater than one percent of the
ballots cast for the last gubernatorial election in the affected county”. Discussion was had on whether or not this was over a mile long.

Marvin Kammerer stated he knew of another section line that was well over a mile and it was closed without signing petitions. Kammerer re-iterated
that this road is a dangerous thing and people come in there and want to have parties. The road should be fenced off with no access and according to
Bill Rich it can be closed.
 
Deputy Director of Planning Bill Rich stated that the State’s Attorney’s Office is the expert on the same, but possibly there is a way to close it
temporarily.
 
Commissioner Doreen Creed present via telephone.
 
Chleborad stated you can close it to vehicular traffic if it is dangerous, but closed means closed to all types of vehicles, tractors, etc.
 
Chairman Niederwerder would be willing to have a barricade be put up with a three foot (3’) gate for foot and horse traffic.
 
Commissioner Creed asked it is that impassible would the County be liable if we still let public transportation on it and didn’t close it. Chleborad
stated no.
 
Motion to close the road because it is unsafe for vehicular traffic and allow the adjacent landowners to erect barricades to allow a three foot (3’) gate
for horse traffic and people only. A roll call vote was then taken.
 
Motion by Niederwerder, second by Heidgerken.
Final Resolution: Motion carries. Yea: Niederwerder, Creed, Heidgerken.
Nay: Rausch, Seaman.
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E. Highway
Action, Discussion: 1. Excavator Comparison for Purchase Agreement
Superintendent Lincoln Shuck came before the Board to discuss the excavator comparisons and purchase agreement. Shuck presented two videos
wherein the Board could see the tree shear and steel wrist attachments in action on the Volvo excavator. Shuck also presented to the Board a pdf on
the Shop locations that illustrates bridges and culverts sorted out. The Board asked about the existing backhoe that they are currently using. Shuck
explained he would need to put $15,000 into a twenty-seven (27) year backhoe in order for it to work properly.
 
Commissioner Rausch explained that it is not necessary to replace the backhoe with the excavator and that there are other options available.
 
Chairman Niederwerder discussed the current rental fee we are being charged for the existing excavator and if there is a cost savings by purchasing
the same. Shuck explained that with the attachments and the Volvo excavator there could be efficiency savings of about $21,000.00. The question of
cost savings versus efficiency savings was discussed and the Board asked if Shuck would agree to hire one (1) less seasonal employee in 2019. The
budget for 2019 currently reflects two (2) seasonal employees.
 
Commissioner Creed stated that the department was already up one (1) temporary employee to do the culvert work along with the two (2) additional
seasonal employees. Shuck stated that he kept the temporary employee to do the culvert sizing, but would let go of one of the seasonal employees in
order to get the excavator.
 
Commissioner Seaman could see the use of the upgrade and would rather own the equipment and free up an employee to go do other things.
 
Commissioner Creed asked on whether any of the new Board members that would be coming in January had any thoughts on the same. At the last
meeting of the Board, Commissioner Elect Talbot Wieczorek had considered asking the Board to wait before making a decision.
 
Commissioner Heidgerken stated he has had long conversations with Commissioner Elect Rich Liggett and he felt it made sense to order it now.
 
Commissioner Elect Rod Bradley discussed his thought of whether or not there are other options somewhere in the middle between the low end and
high end that would get to the same end conclusion.
 
Shuck stated he has looked at all the machines with all the capabilities, and the Volvo with the attachments will be able to reach further and handle
culverts that the smaller models cannot, and the same is mobile.
 
Motion to approve purchasing the Volvo Excavator, as presented. A roll call vote was taken.
 
Motion by Seaman, second by Niederwerder.
Final Resolution: Motion carries. Yea: Niederwerder, Seaman, Heidgerken.
Nay: Creed, Rausch.
 

F. Equalization & Planning
Action: 1. Parcel 20.54.0E.08 - Abatement of a portion of the 2018 structure value due to fire on 10/08/2018.
Appraiser Rae Blakeman came before the Board to present the abatements.
 
Motion to approve the abatement. A roll call vote was then taken.
 
Motion by Seaman, second by Heidgerken.
Final Resolution: Motion carries. Yea: Niederwerder, Creed, Rausch, Seaman, Heidgerken.
 

Action: 2. Parcel 16.53.07.02 - Abatement of mobile home values for 2018 due to fire on 09/07/2018.
Motion to approve the abatement. A roll call vote was then taken.
 
Motion by Rausch, second by Seaman.
Final Resolution: Motion carries. Yea: Niederwerder, Creed, Rausch, Seaman, Heidgerken.
 

Action: 3. Parcel 16.53.07.25 - Abatement of mobile home and small house values for 2018 due to fire on 09/07/2018
Motion to approve the abatement. A roll call vote was then taken.
 
Motion by Rausch, second by Heidgerken.
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Final Resolution: Motion carries. Yea: Niederwerder, Creed, Rausch, Seaman, Heidgerken.
 

Action: 4. Parcel 20.60.0I - Refund/Abatement of taxes for 2016, 2017 and 2018 due to error in structure value.
Motion to approve the refund for years 2016/2017 and abatement for year 2018. A roll call vote was then taken.
 
Motion by Seaman, second by Heidgerken.
Final Resolution: Motion carries. Yea: Niederwerder, Creed, Rausch, Seaman, Heidgerken.
 

Action, Discussion: 5. Add Omitted Property
Appraiser Mike Cooper presented the add-omitted property to the Board.
 
Motion to approve the add-omitted property. A roll call vote was then taken.
 
Motion by Heidgerken, second by Rausch.
Final Resolution: Motion carries. Yea: Niederwerder, Creed, Rausch, Seaman, Heidgerken.
 

G. Public Hearings 10 A.M.
Action, Discussion, Information: 1. Nuisance Ordinance No. 18-1 for Billy Vansickel
Deputy Planning Director Bill Rich came to update the Board on the nuisance. Rich has left messages and he has not heard back from Mr. Vansickel.
Rich said that it looks like he is still working on it, but does not know where he is at in the process. Rich asked that the matter be deferred until he
hears back from Mr. Vansickel.
 
Motion to defer the matter. A roll call vote was taken.
 
Motion by Rausch, second by Seaman.
Final Resolution: Motion carries. Yea: Niederwerder, Creed, Rausch, Seaman, Heidgerken.
 
Action: 2. Liquor License Renewal Hearings
Auditor Lisa Schieffer presented the applications for renewals of the liquor licenses for 2019. Schieffer asked the Board to defer the application of
Kickstands, LLC until she can get in touch with a representative.
 
Motion to defer the application of Kickstands, LLC. A roll call vote was taken.
 
Motion by Rausch, second by Seaman.
Final Resolution: Motion carries. Yea: Niederwerder, Creed, Rausch, Seaman, Heidgerken.
 
Motion to approve the renewal of the remainder of the liquor licenses. A roll call vote was taken.
 
Motion by Rausch, second by Seaman.
Final Resolution: Motion carries. Yea: Niederwerder, Creed, Rausch, Seaman, Heidgerken.
 

Action, Discussion: 3. Bid Award for Sheriff Patrol Vehicles
Sheriff Ron Merwin reviewed the bids and requested the Board approve the bid of Liberty Superstores for two (2) 2019 RAM 1500 Special Service
Vehicle pickups at $30,438.00 each.
 
Motion to approve the purchase of two (2) pickups at $30,438.00 each through the Liberty Superstores bid. A roll call vote was taken.
 
Motion by Creed, second by Heidgerken.
Final Resolution: Motion carries. Yea: Niederwerder, Creed, Rausch, Seaman, Heidgerken.
 

H. Commission
Action, Discussion: 1. Communiqué to Commission
Any item can be acted on as presented to the Board:
 
1. SDDOT Notice
2. PCSO Letter
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3. SDDPS Letter

Meade County Deputy State’s Attorney Ken Chleborad spoke to the letter from the Pennington County Sheriff’s Office regarding the compact with
the JSC. Chleborad stated that the Joint Powers Board of Directors had voted unanimously to allow Meade County to rejoin the compact under
certain conditions:
 
Meade County will continue to pay the non-user housing rate for 2019 and 2020.
Meade County will not be liable for any assessments or eligible for any rebates during that two (2) year period.
 
Commissioner Creed did not like the terms of the same and asked if the Commission could wait until January to make a decision. Then the incoming
Board members along with the Sheriff and State’s Attorney could ask for another meeting to negotiate the same.
 
Discussion was had on what other counties were getting back from the compact along with getting priority housing. Commissioner Seaman felt the
same should be moved on to guarantee the priority housing so we are not housing them across the State.
 
Chleborad stated that both he and Sheriff Ron Merwin were in agreement with the limitations.
 
Motion to accept the agreement as presented. A roll call vote was taken.
 
Motion by Seaman, second by Heidgerken.
Final Resolution: Motion carries. Yea: Niederwerder, Rausch, Seaman, Heidgerken.
Nay: Creed.
 

I. Consent Calendar
Action: 1. Motion to approve Consent Calendar.
Motion to approve items on Consent Calendar. A roll call vote was taken.
 
Motion by Rausch, second by Seaman.
Final Resolution: Motion carries. Yea: Niederwerder, Creed, Rausch, Seaman, Heidgerken.
 

Action (Consent), Minutes: 2. Minutes of November 9, 2018.
 
Action (Consent): 3. Claims for Payment.
EXPENSES BY DEPARTMENT:
 
COMMISSIONERS: R. Heidgerken $492.14; D. Creed $562.66; A & B Business $482.05; Emerald Data Solutions $9,000.00; Faith Independent
$1,004.67; Black Hills Pioneer $685.97; T. Seaman $495.95;
 
ELECTIONS: Alkali Community Hall $75.00; Elections Systems & Software $4,086.42; ; Faith Independent $1,020.53; Black Hills Pioneer
$854.03; Seachange Print $350.00; Quill $264.88; Kickstands LLC $140.00; Rapid City Journal $602.48; M. Anderson $45.97; H. McNenny $39.24;
J. Wilson $3.27; R. Dietrich $23.98; P. Heidgerken $60.14; J. Jackley $10.00; P. Harvey-Green $10.00; R. Duck $16.35; D. Black $30.52; C. Gaston
$2.18; D. Cammack $13.08; P. Cruickshank $17.44; V. Triggs $34.88; P. Phillips $38.15; K. Price $4.36; B. Dedic $79.76; T. Hale $1.64; J. Shaw
$80.66; M. Wilcox $16.35; H. Biegler-Matt $4.36; J. Trigg $54.50; L. Grams $5.45; S. Andrews $68.67; B. Johnson $44.88; T. Donovan $134.07; K.
Griffee $10.00; B. Hotchkiss $92.65; C. McPherson $68.86; M. Hill $10.00; M. Bryant $10.00; S. Rank $10.00; M. Duprel $10.94; P. Rasmussen
$27.25; J. Peterson $44.80; S. Wilson $44.34; H. Rhoden $50.14; G. Dillin $30.71; D. Hershey $54.20; B. Hudson $77.58; C. Hedeen $43.25; T.
Hinker $10.00; T. Hackens $7.64; S. Mallow $36.16; C. Dennis $2.73; K. Ingalls $97.01; D. McPherson $52.51; K. Mueller $35.07; G. Cobb $85.76;
R. Kraft $16.35; V. Grubl $3.27; M. Loken $28.53; B. Tharp $55.24; C. Fees $93.74; G. Kilness $5.45; K. King $1.09; P. Schieffer $52.32; R.
Sigman $43.60; A. Beckman $9.81; J. Grubl $87.20; T. Ingalls $83.93; P. Scott $99.19; C. Hammerstrom $49.05; F. Clegg $38.34; J. Tharp $55.24;
K. Anderson $26.35; K. Plymate $26.35; N. Collins $38.89; K. McPherson $20.71; A. McFarland $43.60; C. Matt $91.75; R. Mallow $10.00; J. Paul
$83.93; V. Gibeau $25.07; J. Baloun-Fischbach $109.00; P. Jensen $22.35; M. Nachtigall $114.45; B. Gerving $38.34; R. Shrake $54.50; D. Long
$88.29; S. Young $76.30; M. Munroe $27.25; P. Krick $51.23; S. Fields $ 114.45; R. Gogolin $42.51; N. Worth $2.73; C. Anders $97.01; S. Ballou
$38.15; M. Palmer $122.27; P. Blair $28.34; M. Simmons $83.39; R. Smith $59.05; J. Speck $32.16; T. Hogue $2.18; S. Linn $3.27; D. Morell
$25.07; E. Rowett $30.71; N. Simons $2.18; M. Smith $8.72; C. Starr $16.76; P. Wetz $109.00; Rushmore Office $144.00;
 
JUDICIAL SYSTEM: J. Abraham $53.36; R. Kempe $66.80; D. Alexander $65.96; R. Berkeley $62.60; W. Coshow $52.52; M. Farland $97.04; T.
Horan $66.80; M. Mattke $51.68; J. Ross $66.80; B. Stubbs $67.64; Manlove Psychiatric $2,700.00; Pennington Co. Sheriff $226.00;
 
AUDITOR: Meade County Treasurer $237.75; A & Z Shredding $32.40; Quill $13.49; Vast $7.20;
 
TREASURER: Meade County Treasurer $100.00; City of Faith $300.31; Century Business $127.91; Rushmore Office $318.60; Vast $34.66;
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STATES ATTORNEY: Baymont Inn $57.00; City of Rapid City $665.00; Verizon $214.35; A & B Business $2,418.18; Regional Health $461.00;
C. Harkins $142.30; D. Boeckmann $102.00; Rapid City Police Dept. $915.00; State Bar of SD $1,535.00; Vast $36.28;
 
COURT APPOINTED ATTORNEY: Bangs, McCullen, Butler $577.00; J. Stielow $12,976.25; Barnaud Law $4,196.45; R. Hymans $5,631.05;
Kinney Law $735.87; R. Pasqualucci $1,257.40; Hilpert & Hale $2,484.30; J. Parr $540.00; K. Hunt $3,374.90; Clayborne, Loos & Saber $517.00;
 
ABUSED & NEGLECTED CHILDREN: K. Hunt $232.70;
 
GENERAL GOV BUILDING: Black Hills Energy $8,375.33; Campbell Supply $19.96; Dennis Supply Co. $755.37; Mc Gas Propane $47.00;
Knecht Home Center 179.88; Brewster Enterprise $128.97; MDU $687.88; Lock & Fix It Shop $234.00; Sturgis Ace Hardware $7.79; Vast
$2,218.96;
 
DIRECTOR OF EQUALIZATION: Meade County Treasurer $150.32; Tyler Technologies $4,457.00; Verizon $1,525.66; T. Wieczorek $32.70;
Pro-West & Associates $121.30; Faith Independent $41.34; Black Hills Pioneer $36.59; Assoc. Of Construction $460.00; Brewster Enterprise
$88.98; R. Mallow $23.98; F. Watson $5.45; International Code $1,000.00; Rushmore Office $25.95; Vast $14.89;
 
REGISTER OF DEEDS: Vast $5.35;
 
PREDATORY ANIMAL:
 
COMPUTER: Verizon $193.08;
 
VETERAN SERVICE: LexisNexis $80.28;
 
HUMAN RESOURCES/COMM.: Verizon $40.01; Redwood Toxicology $27.00; A. Hodgman $170.00; Rushmore Office $134.40; Vast $10.43;
 
SHERIFF: Meade County Treasurer $90.00; Jacobs Auto Repair $52.67; E. Jane Quinn $300.00; Geib, Elston Frost $1,619.00; Leadsonline.com
$2,002.00; Verizon $1,538.42; A & B Business $554.95; LexisNexis $382.46; Pitney Bowes $55.38; Park Avenue Car Wash $171.20; Scott Peterson
Motors $115.22; SD Sheriffs Assoc. $1,263.02; Brewster Enterprise $84.48; T. Ellingson $350.00; Pitney Bowes Inc. $322.50; Brite $3,276.00; Quill
$75.47; Rushmore Office $1,045.98; Century Link $1,041.28; R. Merwin $200.00; R. White $200.00; C. Deyo $200.00; S. Reimer $200.00; C.
Williams $200.00; Q. Regan $200.00; S. Majzner $200.00; T. Bedford $200.00; C. Brua $200.00; P. Humphery $200.00; D. Morgan $200.00; S.
Johnson $200.00; J. Tish $200.00; D. McCarthy $200.00; B. Page $200.00; B. Torres $200.00; D. Moore $200.00; Vast $39.10;
 
JAIL: S. Ulrich $140.00; M. Droppers $140.00; R. Fitzpatrick $140.00; R. Stephenson $140.00; M. Hendrickson $140.00; T. Weiland $140.00; T.
Droppers $140.00; K. Nelson $140.00; C. Costello $140.00; G. Reimer $140.00; B. Nelson $140.00; B. Tveidt $140.00; Black Hills Janitorial
$786.41; Bob Barker Co. $513.51; Verizon $64.36; Sturgis Ambulance $149.38; US Food Service $11,154.51; Galls Inc. $135.35; Rapid City
Regional Hospital $952.96; Earthgrains $959.73; Cash-Wa $3,993.66; Lynn’s Dakotamart $24.80; Pennington County Jail $352.75; A. Hodgman
$590.58; Sirchie $54.67; IS Restaurant Design $5,648.29; Vast $2.20;
 
JUVENILE DETENTION: Hughes County $7,965.00; Western SD Juvenile Services $6,785.00;
 
FIREWISE: Verizon Wireless $54.36; NAPA $73.90; Brewster Enterprise $44.49;
 
SUPPORT OF POOR:
 
SENIOR CITIZENS/TRANSPORT:
 
MENTALLY ILL:
 
MENTAL ILLNESS BOARD: Meade County Treasurer $201.00; Behavior Management $1,600.00; Kennedy, Pier & Loftus $288.00;
 
COUNTY FAIR:
 
COUNTY EXTENSION: Verizon $64.36; Vast $2.46;
 
WEED AND PEST CONTROL: A & J Supply $5.23; Nutrien AG Solutions $2,823.70; Campbell Supply $55.54; Verizon $64.36; Pacific Steel
$151.87; Servall $95.38; Warne Chemical $331.52;
 
CONSERVATION:
 
HWYS, ROADS AND BRIDGES: A & B Welding $338.47; A & J Supply $79.50; Twilight Inc. $47.88; Gossard Dirtwork $10,540.10; NAPA
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$48.54; Traffic Services Co. $412.50; Black Hills Energy $279.23; Butler Machinery $2,461.72; Advanced Drug Testing $72.00; City of Sturgis
$1,655.00; Shoener Machine $95.74; Cammack Ranch Supply $1,619.75; Kieffer Sanitation $63.50; Verizon $128.72; Faith Independent $48.04;
CBH $53,210.07; Fastenal Company $755.60; Truenorth Steel $15,282.15; Grand Electric $183.08; Great Western Tire $849.80; Godfrey Brake
Service $158.11; Wagner Land 356.82; Scott Peterson Motors $603.72; J. Hendricks $195.81; Nebraska Salt $2,469.45; Black Hills Pioneer $48.24;
Jenner Equipment $368.97; Laboratory Corp of America $23.00; Kimball Midwest $161.02; Lycox Enterprises Inc. $2,055.00; Lyle Signs Inc.
$140.79; O’Reilly Auto Parts $71.98; Eddies Truck Center $107.32; D. Fischer $91.16; Midcontinent Testing $276.00; Menards $31.33; RDO
Equipment $6,210.66; Owens Interstate $290.98; Black Hills Pest $125.00; Black Hills Pure $12.00; DMC Wear Parts $9,440.00; K & M Tire
$798.00; Marco $189.70; Transource $109.50; Simon North Region SD $977.85; Rushmore Office $113.98; Servall $358.45; Sturgis Water $87.31;
Wheeler Lumber $21,856.80;
 
HWY PRINCIPAL: Joh Deere Financial $271,488.74;
 
HWY INTEREST: John Deere Financial $4,613.33;
 
COMMUNICATIONS: Meade County Treasurer $50.00; Century Link $85.28; Western Communications $840.00; Xerox $28.01; Vast $.08;
 
LIBRARY:
 
DEPT. OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT: Meade County Treasurer $171.00; Rushmore Communications $8,124.50; Black Hills Energy
$76.54; Verizon Wireless $104.37; West River Electric $231.53; Vast $33.76;
 
24/7 PROGRAM:
 
MODERNIZATION & PRESERVATION:
 
SELF INSURED: Wellmark BCBS $117,654.35;
 
LAW LIBRARY:
 
STATEWIDE 24/7: Sturgis Ambulance $158.75; Redwood Toxicology $500.00
 
DOMESTIC ABUSE: Crisis Intervention $627.15;
 

Action (Consent), Information: 4. Venekamps LLC Final Plat of Lots 1-15 of Block 1 and Well Lot of Bridle Ridge Subdivision
 
Action (Consent): 5. Christopher & Deanna Becket have a preliminary plat of Lot 1 of Becket Subdivision in 15-4-6
 
Action (Consent), Information: 6. Austin Hamm has a preliminary plat of Lots 22A & 22B of Buffalo Ridge Estates in 17-3-7
 
Action (Consent), Information: 7. Jason & Jayme Stuen have a preliminary plat of Lots A & B of Tract 4 Revised of Elk Creek Valley View
Subdivision in 26-3-7
 
Action (Consent), Information: 8. Shoun & Jodi Simons have a preliminary plat of Lot 1 Revised & Lot 2 Revised of E.P. Subdivision in 17-
7-13
 
Action (Consent), Information: 9. Jesse & Christine Gingras have a preliminary plat of Lot 1 and Well Lot of Gingras Subdivision in 13-3-6
 
Action (Consent): 10. Appointment to Meade County Mental Illness Board
Board approval of Gregory Frey.

 
Action (Consent): 11. SDDOH Contract for Services
 
Action (Consent): 12. Auto-Supplements
Refund check from Butte Electric Cooperative on Full Throttle Siren in the amount of $678.32 into 226-5-222-428.1; Refund check (duplicate
payment) State's Attorney in the amount of $442.00 into 101-5-151-426.1.
 
Action (Consent): 13. Workers' Compensation Coverage
Faith Ambulance – Fran Mickelson.
 
J. Executive Session
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Action, Discussion: 1. Executive Session per SDCL 1-25-2 (1)(3)
Motion to go into executive session for personnel matters citing SDCL 1-25-2 (1) Discussing the qualifications, competence, performance, character
or fitness of any public officer or employee or prospective public officer or employee. The term "employee" does not include any independent
contractor. Present were Meade County State’s Attorney Ken Chleborad, Highway Superintendent Lincoln Shuck, and HR/Commission Assistant
Jerry Derr. A roll call vote was taken.
 
Motion by Niederwerder, second by Rausch.
Final Resolution: Motion carries. Yea: Niederwerder, Creed, Rausch, Seaman, Heidgerken.
 
The Board broke for lunch and then resumed executive session.
 
Commissioner Creed left the meeting via telephone.
 
Motion to come out of executive session and return to regular session.
 
Motion by Rausch, second by Heidgerken.
Final Resolution: Motion carries. Yea: Niederwerder, Rausch, Seaman, Heidgerken.
 
Commissioner Rausch left the meeting. Commissioner Rausch via telephone present.
 
Motion to approve the Resolution for a public reprimand. Commissioner Niederwerder read the following resolution:
 

 
 

Resolution
 

WHEREAS: During the October 10, 2018 regular meeting of the Meade County Commission, Commissioner Doreen Creed made unfounded and
defamatory accusations against Commission Assistant Jerry Derr, to wit:
 
Commissioner Creed accused Mr. Derr of attempting to create a new position for himself that would result in, in her words, “. . . a change in a
personnel position, or adoption of a new position,” that would be . . . “an all-controlling position,” which would “assum(e) duties that would be
outside the purview of an assistant in the areas of finance (and) legal;” alleged that this would usurp the authority of elected department heads; and
also “. . . assumes powers and responsibilities . . . of the county commissioners themselves.” According to Deputy State’s Attorney Ken Chleborad’s
testimony before the commission, she had expressed to him in a private conversation her concern that Mr. Derr was trying to “. . . change the form of
government.”
 
Her basis for these charges was a document provided, to the commissioners only, by Mr. Derr for the purpose of his annual Performance Evaluation.
Commissioner Creed was the only commissioner who saw in that document what she alleged to be an apparent power grab by Mr. Derr; the other
four commissioners viewed the document as an accurate description of Mr. Derr’s current position as Commission Assistant, even though the
document in question was unfortunately and, according to Mr. Derr’s testimony, unintentionally, presented to the commission under the title
“Commissioner Administrator.” In fact, in the first paragraph under the heading “Position Summary,” the position is referred to as “Commission
Administrative ASSISTANT.” Further down in the document, under the heading “Essential Functions,” it noted that the person serving in this
capacity will “serve as the ASSISTANT” to the commissioners and will “. . . ASSIST and coordinate on behalf of the Commissioners,” among other
duties and responsibilities that effectively described Mr. Derr’s current job. No reference whatsoever was made in regard to a positional change of
any kind, nor could one be inferred by anyone reading the document in a common and ordinary fashion.
 
In a weak attempt to shore up her accusations of Mr. Derr’s alleged intentions, Commissioner Creed referenced state statutes pertaining to the job
position she more than once mistakenly called “County Administrator.” Nowhere in the document was the term “County Administrator” used. In fact,
no such statute for a position of County Administrator exists, nor is there any statute in regard to a position of Commissioner Administrator. Statutes
do exist for the position of “City Administrator,” and also refer to a position of “County Manager,” neither of these terms appeared in any document
brought forth by Mr. Derr, nor was any documentation of potential violations of statutes provided by Commissioner Creed. It is a stretch beyond
credulity that, given her vast experience in county and city government, that Commissioner Creed would not be aware of these differences, or be
merely confused. In fact, she admitted she never looked up any statutes in regard to these allegations, and provided no factual evidence whatsoever of
any basis for making the charges related to South Dakota statutes.
 
These charges made, along with many other derogatory comments directed at Mr. Derr – and various commissioners during the discussion – by
Commissioner Creed can only lead a reasonable person to conclude that Commissioner Creed purposefully and maliciously initiated the exchange to,
as Commission Chairman Galen Niederwerder pointed out at the time “paint the Commission Assistant in a bad light.” It is inarguable that
Commissioner Creed could have cleared up any misunderstanding regarding the document with a simple private telephone call or email to Mr. Derr.
Her narrowly-positioned questioning of Mr. Chleborad, asking only if her contention that the document created a new position should be discussed in
Public Session or Executive Session, was obviously a mere smokescreen to create an opportunity to publicly harass and denigrate Mr. Derr. It is
noted that she did not ask the Deputy States Attorney for his opinion if the document in question created a new position; just whether or not it should
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be discussed in public. Had she in fact inquired of Mr. Chleborad’s opinion, the “. . . whole public spectacle,” as Chairman Niederwerder called it,
could have been avoided.
 
Chairman Niederwerder wishes to use this opportunity to issue a public apology to Mr. Derr for allowing that debacle to occur.
 
It is noted that Commissioner Creed has used her position to attempt to disparage Mr. Derr on many other prior occasions during public meetings of
the Commission.
 
Furthermore, Commissioner Creed has used her position to badger and belittle private citizens appearing before the commission during public
sessions; notably Tammy Bohn of Sturgis Guns and Rod Woodruff at the May 10, 2018 commission meeting, which resulted in a Formal Complaint
against Commissioner Creed being filed by a private citizen who attended the meeting. This has brought even more disrepute upon the Meade County
Commission; and now
 
THEREFORE: The Meade County Commission formally issues this Public Reprimand to Commissioner Doreen Creed for harassment, intimidation,
ridicule, mockery, workplace bullying, and for continued misconduct and use of a public position to harass and create a hostile work environment for
Commission Assistant/Human Resources Director Jerry Derr and others.
 
Motion by Niederwerder, second by Rausch. A roll call vote was taken.
Final Resolution: Motion carries. Yea: Niederwerder, Rausch, Heidgerken.
Nay: Seaman.
 

 
K. Adjourn
Action, Procedural: 1. Adjourn the Meeting
 
 
APPROVED:____________________________
Galen Niederwerder, Chairman
 
ATTEST:______________________________
Lisa Schieffer, Auditor
 
Published once at the total approximate cost of ______________.
 


